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Arch rise

Boundary stone

Bridge lift

Bypass road

Cautionary sign

Concrete road

Crawler track

Bending moment

Carriageway marking

Circumferential road

Concentration traffic
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Foot bridge

Foot path

Ghat road

Gravel road
Hairpin bend
Laybye

Major road
Median strip
cause way bridge
covered way
Suspension bridge
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QuTMISEIY QuwremL, eflemeor 61T65TUGT amat il aime (Sievetr) Gpéléalpned..
oMb H6Temw 2 oL wgl. YOTEHFleL amamus nous aimons (Biset) CrASAGHMD.
UL f&emasullen 2 Wi $ 65600785 (81D amatis vous aimez (Brizar) Cradisa.
D MHleveis@Gb 61 usledlp Guwieer amant ils aiment (Seuitaai/ ieoa)
2_eiTomeor: il— Dieuest. g, elle — Dieeir. Gpbdipnias/Gpfidipar.
915l Wonlu  SHSHlememnTseHdGWD

S, 600T U6V UGHTEMLD ils — D16UIT&H6IT, Di6m6Y,

©luesoTumeL U6STEmD elles — DUTHOIT Dicm6l.
SOIDIGST Di6UT&6IT, Dietreu UMeL&TL_(H uSlevemev,
eomev  N@rer&Flev ils, elles pHweor -
uteLsM_(H&SledTmeoT. 2 Wie  6(HEMLOWITCOT
S eTTUSMH @GS Soeotlumeot uBHID Sevemev. —
Oueor uGUOUS &L (Houdlevemev. HOIDIENID
Bovs5afloid CoubmiemwndE (P&HEWSSIeUD
2 _600T(). <,60TM6L LO&GTTET HLOIDIL Dig) 6TTM

D MHlemevors Gl&men <, 6007 Y@ ©Eh&lev
Gouhmiemio 2 (myseifledr 8L 505
(pedrevtlemL_&\&mha& 6T FF(h @ &WLISl6oTm 60T

G@rEr&lev  6Slemeord@&meL  G&ETGLEVT &GOS
lemhi&&Slmg. SapGwmplseflepid eflemeonum
co18) 61 (peumSledT 6T60oT, LML, el D, &Teuld
S MIHCsHUL ueVTHMIEISmHETE

@&meTSImg). Sldlev SITOVBLIGOIT [F
RWhsTs Smuug Gure GIETEHSley |

oundSHwib — La phrase

OQwmdlsefles  eumsSWw  SieowOysS6T
or(eumi — sujet (S) + @&wWOIU({H GUIIRET— objet
(0) + uweoflemev (6lemeot) — verbe (V) eT6dTM
RUhSley Dcvevs erpeumiy - sujet(S)+
uweotlemev(elemeor) —  verbe (V) +
@&wtiu@E GUNReT — objet (O) 6T6dTm 62 (1PrEI&IGL
SicowSlng. SO s  Semwiy
PSS 6 (RISl eYID, O@rEh&
UM SEIWSDiIemwUY SreoTLoug 6 (WRhiSlenid
D10 &I BT EOT. Seuall(pEwmdlserflepid
oTpoumi) - uweflemev Geowy YlmPmoev
UM& SWILISET 2_6iT6IT6oT.

o (RIBISNE Sovemov. OO ehH &
olemeordGlamey cerm 252 Sliflysemer
oL Sngl. NemeisSlifly  G@me&lev

;r,m.g;m@ GusdiCpar.
(§)+(0) + (V)

(§)+(V)+(0)

&8&860M60T SIGOUL DL WIG).

Julien Vincent eTsoyib SO (ehFw Eovés & emfl
1878860 Slimadl.  @Qumdlseflesr  eSlemeor
wemUfhuech 6T60TM @wmlpHremev
2 _(poundSleommi. 1889 &ov HWOID &6vd s 6T
Martinet eredreoyd @I EHE WML SO (GH&Fl6v
eTRBUUL_I1g ((h&SIDE. 1892 Sov sWID -
OOreHeE Sovbsaor HTovnesTenm M.J.Baulez
6TGITGO)ID G1E\r ©EhH&Ew urlflwinm
TSN BHESSEDME. Hov GO EHE WL GHITSH6T
SWID — YOI EH&, GIOTEHE — HWOID DisTNSls6T
T WS(HEEDMseT. Seuisetler  Musset,
Dupuis ercdremid  Gl@OTEh&w  unSlflwmiserr
Aol QumiSomiser. Slpnesr&lev eumpd
gpnfloud F&ESlTeoTHHD PEW  HIEYID
Slpii&eT O@r©6h & &56V868 600TLD
&1 MI&HO\&MOTUSHDH&HTS oMb
BovSHOHIGOHD, YOTEHeE —  SWOID
ssIndleser o1 (Bb  eTWRSUSHEHEECmEST.

Sovs&Elwib — La littérature :

oorifhg) HWlPlevsd Slwibd
Seotllium_svaseiflev @M _miH sMIGwub, udbs),
&sodloms oreor  Ulsdreoni 2 conmemL wnl
BIL_&SHGHIonWled 2 widFsl SieoLHsE.
ySleond, Hmisems oreor oT(WRES QuUDMDE).
Sprbusteud O ([ sbucilesr  Gompl

E6V6 8 oT(WPLD SevsSlw(pld
FLeEI(IHSS Sledt 2e1 (1) (HoUGDIE S
Soonwneig Guneb 69l&Csmi Sy, Gasmeesr
@uwmdl E6V5:86 601D, Sovs Sl Slev

BovdHeotler 2er(hmoucy YlesTeolllilememorh )
2 oitongl. SHST 6llemereuns 16 b
mITmmedorig.6v Joachim de Bellay ereoyib Leveui
BovsFomeor NBSHs GOTEHElL 61(R&HILTM)
yovauisemer, Simdlehisoner Beuesoriq comi.
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FBISHTOLSOHSGU Gl bs WTDUSTEVL
ueoL_Uiyseiflev SHhsl 1055 S OTHID
<, flwduederum’_Lq eorgih D SHSIMdIOY
915516815LT6HE  SVHSI(HHsHGH. SeueurGn
@QaM_ssssmou  YOrepHw  SGoevdsSw
ueoL_Uyseiflepitd Hlevicme WSS,
BlevtSlnydgiew  (peom,  HIMHMDNEsor (HUIGUMT
S, Slweor Ul o1(h HSwbuIUL_L &).
@M _&&s&66M00 SevbHlumiser uSl@eomrmbd
BIHDTEsoT1q.69l(HibH ) udlebrey GdTmmb
HIboreorl  srevtu@GSlsefler  Cgmedrndleor.
pIbusSlev BoHresTiucmey  edTeoT & 61fleor
eSruSlrgnuhisemer Chanson de geste eT6oyD
oulq 6516 &6 MICOISTEH S(HibGH6oT.
uebTeoflTesorL_mb  [HITHMTEsTIq 6L W& SusTeuL)
uGSlsatfles sTHemL - &MDHDS GOWL
@un@poms mausHE Ot SevdSlumiser
@anedrleor. Seubmlev Les troubadours Hmiiy
amMibsHg. OSSN _&&&EHM0 NP ebsmselfley La
chanson de Roland (1100), Tristan et Iseut (1200)

6T60TUI6OT (WP &HSWIDTETEDE. uSlestmmmd
BIHoreorigey 6rR&Sl Ouibm usHGeonpmbd
BIOOIeoTg60(hhg 2 6oreors  euemigs
1oL [HG)I Seorm) 6UGOIT eI HmLbd
uHHIHE S E).

Q1@ Eh&Fw BevbHWEH s

avemisHseuiseflev Ronsard, Rabelais, Montaigne,
Corneille, Racine, Moliére, de la Fontaine, Boileau,
Voltaire, Emile Zola, Chateaubriand, Victor Hugo,Balzac,
Georges Sand, Flaubert, Maupassant, Anatole France,
Albert Camus, Yourcenar Gumedtm uevii eumevmmley
Sdlwn L bubhmeiser. sldleveTer UGHE
BHSIT&HEHmGHHON D& 6058 L|GDCOIS 0S8 6T
Oorepflepd 2 eor(h. MWD  Biflyb,
@&r&@h bBfyb, Bfyb Srm' enstub,
(PWGYID <, 6mLOWLD, PHMLD b1 (5 &GL-L9.u|(D,
2 eowlurmefl  Hhooswbd  GleTemonsEipid,
&HPend MNHeFOFHID HHIUGIID D&HEID
6Tl Uov &HGH&H6T &5SHWLISITI 2 eTereor.
o gnewoions:  SOlpssnssS5er  eumlley
oueoL Wb, YErehassTasSHer  eumllev
umbH&sL_1gub SHHGD. Seuaun@n Gurmen&

QuphsflsSHnbd o16orm HomsuWiley, &g
LMHSTTSHS Sldlev 91§ 60 & & &M EDID,
9@ ©Eh&lev umhamflub a(HSlGSTM 6O .

SlOTEHE SovsSUl UL ULSOHESETES M)

SovsSW ufl&aeir Slormedr&lev
oulprhisUIL(H SledTmeoT. SO hH & @Ml
UL UUSOHEE SGHIeueor  uedretlresor ()

Gmuev uflaser SHlemL & &(mHé&Hledrmeot.

SOwndleEbd SovsSws ©\snesor ([
@& UuTaY 86T uflrdluSl(m & Sledstmeor.
rrariflweh eredTueul Hl(HdGMmomeT 1767 Selb,
Guodlepi  Frangois GROS  (&liflwmeSlesr
SismSllepd> SBoui  umisefliy 2 eor(y)

uflum_emev 1968 GEIb, &MOSSHIIUTEDHEV
1992 Sovib Y@ EHFlev
QLITYPYOOQUWISS &S ori s er.
Slpeflememun_Hrmesorb, SpesorL_meir Sl(puuTemey,
&hormesord pSHwesr GuonSiflwi Jean FILLIOZAT
@umHlOuwiis S & Snm. FouaSibasmoenf],
Sl(meungsbd, STENI&HETEVDEOWITT, SMLTeoTEN],

SpSlweoie)d Y@ EpHFled
@uwmEUWFSSIUL L9 (158 ElGTDEDT. &8sBurmev
9OrerFeSmhe SOWEGD  Guoredlflesr Le

bourgeois gentilhomme eT60TUG  LGIDIUGOOTE ST GO
ereore)lb, B, Bsm 6ellesr Les Misérables aremipu(hid
un(y ereor &&SNeonbe uMSlwnepid, Thrése ereTug)
SICren aTevtab (&Uilovedt eTedTUGUTTEYID, Exupery
&eor Petit Prince eredtug &L_1q &omounseor, Albert
Camus @&eor LEtranger eororug — Sibiblwedr
uibrmonepib GmPlEuwiiiy QFiwtu’ (G &BlWeHE
eureun&lull(mé Sledrmeor.

e micnw — GeubmicmD& &6 M)&HGT:

601D MIGOD&HOIT :

SOID, OO ehH & @wmplsaifley
W& WS GIH6T CT 6269 2 6L WeoT.

SWID : 1 NErEHs : a

Sm Oumdsaflepd  AoUEURSSHIST
SWID : 1p NIOTEH&: : |
Seuedlp @wmplseiflepid
ST sGHMSEGD  Oenhsefledr 66l

2_sI55l60 (2_) Wig Hmg.
SWID : Srevor(h. L + 2
0@ Eh& : deux & + S+ 2

Sreorh  OQomdlseflepd UL THES
Guwflegd  ellemeonllepitd  umeLUTGUTH
&sneoriuB Sl s

SWID : DIUGHT UHSTET. UG GUHSITOI.
G1@rEh& : Il est venu. Elle est venue.

Sw Owndlseflepd SievoremwE &L [H
SsTLIGA|D, CFIWEFSHL (H AHSTOTHO|D
SH&EDE).

SO : SHICs. Soucdr. Sever. ).
O1@rEh& : Ici, celui-cicelle—ci, ceci.

DIbIG8. DIUGHT. DIGUGT. DiF)l.
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La, celui-la, celle-la, cela

S 1Tt B @wnrm WYl & ofl g b
Sl CompPlésmrii&eir &6V 8 600TLD
eTWS(HESSEDMseT.  SHOID Costanzo
Giuseppe Beschi — &&snedlwi. Gler@hs: John
Palsgrave <,iu&HGeuui.

St Owmlseflepd  Spoiompl
SIS & emeIT 2 (meundSlweuiser
Sl EmPlé&TIiser.

SWID : Antao de Proenca — Gumisgis@swi.
9@ Eh& : Ambrogio Calepino —&&gmedhwi.

Showmdlser  YDELMHE C&Tmhaeer
SL_STeunmmbisUU(h euems 61&is&ledTmeoT.

@oufb IO &6TT :

slPleb 2 wili  eeSlweirsafley  (&mlev,
@pbigev Geumun(p sreorL{HSIDG). p6eoTTeL
Oloreh&leb Schieuey GMlov 2 WlisEHeE
S &dGMsomors Caisg ©mbLg ©evTedlser
N &850 SledTmeoT.

SOID : N — N, & — .

Slowrepa :a-a,i-i

Q@rEp&Flev 2 erer s, z, h f er6dIMD
2 geamedlser  Hldlev  eSwesraerns
S 6L6m6v.

SlorehFlw  eTpHGHISET UmeL HM_(HD
& eoTemiuilev SIS0 (1H &)
Coumup Hledtmeor.  ab,cd.egijko.patuvwy.z
BEWT  YPOTUTL  6T(IRSHGHHOMMEBLD,
fhlm,n,rs,x S Eeor @uesoTUMeL
6T (RS HISHOMMGHRLD 2_6iT6T6oT.

sldlesr  HApuOuWHsSTE L L 6dT
UYIL&saIqWw  aTR&5MEN  Blomeh&ley &
2_oiTong.

Sovsseouun@GuIh  SWIDlL  HTGTE
s, poomev UEIEHEley 61 cuems.
SWOID Quuwis@saney, emeordG@&mov,
SooL_&0\&mev, o2 fl&@\&mev. Q@ Eh&:
OQuwig@e&nev — le nom, &miygGlamev — |'article,
udleSl(h @uwii — le pronom, GUWITemL — I'adjectif,
edlemeorg O &mev — le verbe, elSlemeonueorL. —
I'adverbe, (paedreoflemL_g@&mev — la préposition,
g l”_1g 6oL_&G\&mev — la conjonction.

SO (epH Flov
D1 Ml 6tr600T8 O &FITH & (6THLD
@uesoruney & () HledTmeoT.

SOOI G
S, 600TUIT6V -

SWOID : urevLsm_(HeuSlevemev, SIOTEHS :
un stylo — Gueorm, une clé — &me)l. le soleil-
Giflwesr, la lune — &hSHresr.

Sldlesr UL_IT & 600851 @ULWIT 85611
uneLaM”_(Hb Hedremiouilev Geumiu(y Hledrmeor.

SDIIT 61T, SDI6MH6)

SID

ureL&M_ (5 euSlevemev,

GO Eh & : ils, elles umeva”(p &HledTm6oT.

Goubhmiemo (P&EWSGHIGID.
SO : 2_evor(h
0@ Eh& : Sevemev

Glorepéleb  UpmLIWID  UGTEOLOWD
O@soflounsds &M _LUu@&Slesimer.  Hllev

@u(mpbureyid i 6060011 QUL &5 (6THL_ 65T
U6STEmLD IIGYALT @u(BDUTEYID
oULIEI& uSl6LEm6V.

SWID : o BMi — usg BMi NETEHE :
Un chien — dix chiens

Hlleb SledT6o)(IHLI& OIS 6U(IHLD
&L misoflov  GlOrep&lev  Sledreoy(HUS6T
(IH&EIGOTMH6OT.

SWOID : H©EHFTRLHEH &, umfl&lev. YO EhH s
: a Tanjavur. A Paris

& Gwmdlseflenb Gewtum’ (3 eSlemeor
SmbHsTeIb, HWldlev seoflougeud &evemov.
uh oreIb GiemeTelemT@W DG 6T
S EDEl. peormev VOTEHEFL GHGHS
SHoofleig aub 2 6sor(h .

SOID S YOI EH&&HHMITEHTITEL
ulg S&UUH S &

Ol@oEpa : Le tamoul est appris par les
Francais.

HWldlev eTSlifbemm 2 conibg b ©&meL
UGS&GD NGHSEEID SemLBw erSliiemm

SeoL_Hlemev Gaiid s eSlemeors @\ &mevL
Sieow&Hling. GETEHEFeL alemeorsdGl&mevedlesr
2 mUuN&IMoneL erSlifemm 2 600l HGID
ISYWLALn T oNemeord & (P &STEO)D
Sledreoyons 8L bOumSlesTmeot.

SWID : predT GunsaileLemev. DIEUGST UTTEST.

G1@rEh& : Je ne vais pas. Il ne — viendra pas.
SWldlev YledTeo)(HY&H6TTES (B SL_hisertley
Sl &Flov GledTEO)(HLIS6T G(HSIGTMEOT.
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SWOID : 56H&Te (5SS, umilSley. GlOrehs : a Tanjavur. A Paris
& Cunlseflepid eundsSiw Siemwiyser Geumiu(y &HledTmeor.

SBHUR 2 FrBae awm@sear THE TOP TWENTY LANGUAGES

LI 3=

SILDmSseT E s Eaurnit sressrcoaflS e LHEDailu st )
Hemruh, Lo-swom miTkesT 1052
e ety S0O8
Erif 487
EsmoLmmsafiunb 417
MEapLILD 277
SRS TES 211
CBLIMTE S E AL LE 191
(BT LT 128
LB o 128
Ty TR R 126
B_(hE 103
v Tl -]
Feont, syuy 7

SWID : e1(oumis + @&FWOIU(H GUN(BHeT + Lwestlemeu(eSlemeot)
Bl@r@EHs: 6r(oumis + uweflemev(eilemeor) + @&WIL(H @UMTHEIT
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WIGUEBTLD 76
6156QMIG 75
SLOWD 74
Feo11b, Wl 71
DO &E) 71
sflwiCpruSluieoT 68
SIHSSHWILD 61

wHoL Sapus 2 Fblomov Gomdlsefles GETEHe RGTUSTOIGH SLSHSlnIb, SOID
uSleompreug SLsSlenb 2 drensnes 2005 &ov Geveflwnest Nicholas Ostler @wmdludlwey
Qld)@,r_r)r_ﬂdsr Empires of the Word g,rrc\ﬂd) 2 oirongl. Noam Chomsky &eor wmesoreummesr &6
SmussTn Ourdlsefles Sidle) Qubmeri. GomPl CuasBamfler @&Tms g UuemLulley
Olpesréled Qimbhs @Ml wHsMiledr Feonb, PhiSlevd, BHSH - 2 HG, Doy, Sevuneoiiuib,
Te¥pWwId, @Ukisned), Gumis gié@aswib, b8 meTSwibd, @eniesT, wiuneflwb <&EWw @wmdlsener
SIh58H useflzeorLoug SLidler SLbOumSng. smpreilsdsr WwasSw umdlserfley
Y@ Eh & (W& &S @wmdl. FieuBseGwmdl eTeoyib Hlemevulileb Yy hiSlevd SlhE B && SesorLmb
8L 5560 SHSSIDE).

BIEHESGSBIT 2 cuSley 2 drer Fdlw Gomdlsedr UDHOSMHIHE GumEd Sumu Hlemev
915186f16E g 61601 @MPIUSueVTETI&6iT SIUMUE FThi(E 2e1&1S6OTMEOTT. USIGTTDMD HITHHTEGOTLY 6L
14000 Oumlser SUHHHOTOUGTMID, &HLbHs 2006860 6900 OwmPlsonmss
&oODHGIeS" L eoT@eussTmb Unesco & 61608 @Hb, The Ethnologue — Summer Institute of Linguistics
Gumesrm  @uMPNweLsTNSEHDL — Os5fleNsSlTmeT.e cuSleo&uGurs  Gueliu@p Slestm
@wmdlsefler 50— 90 % wMeTemey 2100 &6v WeODHGIESIL6vMbd 6ereTabd &HHSUIUEH SIS
aGeetley SbGwmplsetler 95% wneemey 2 s FaidbGTemsuiley 6%SHleommey wI ([HGw
Gusiu@Slesimeor. 1900  @umdlser  RPUWITSHSDHGL  GHoomeuner  wEs6MEevEwWw
uwesTu(h $SVUE Slmeor. 1300 Gomdleer 100000 wéseTTeL Gualiiu(hSledTmer. Semey Hig &8
Hlooovdsssalqu sotemw GupsSng. SoOwmdseflev @umdlsemer’  GleTemersser
umL&memevsatley &hugl 1Hlmis Sl ismeTeriiuheuseommey Gomdlser auphslu[Heus (&ODHE
Gun&lesimg) eTeTSImG Unesco. (pHlweuiser Cuaeugeommov wl (K6 Seuisb ©wmdlesemerts
ungIsTSSIL.  (puwing. Oomplseflesr @ernHBs Lb, Sovdsewid Gunssimeuhemm
&H&EOFILNST epould Omdlesemer ungsTss Owmdlullwevneriser Dl eOME6T
@swSDMseT. 2 cvswmdlescmeT’ ubmdl uUw &HEYV HILSEmETU UL SHU Cumbs
ucb@LMAIweuMdIEhi MBSHSWedhseomT Seuiser obs Oumpleowiubd s  oulfl
oT(pSlomed Sihs Omduilesr SDiapemwemwd GUHemwemWID GwédE  SlesTeont &medr
i HBouflemiu 6T (PRGHID 2 WIFUGSTUNEITT. SieuemI [Hlemeotayse (Ihaug) Sl (&G GImPIs (6rh & @D
et esorieL_65T BMD Yl ©womdls0\snesr(h < @ib.

&)1 60)600T[HITELEOIT
01. & 655 WEShIGD. SWID Gmdl SiemwtGlwev. 2002
02. &. D155 5IWeSlhiIsID. SlrmedlL. Guomdlserr. 1,2 2000
03. &. D155 5WeSlHIGID. SihSlw @wmdlser. 2000
04. & 91555 WedlhisID. 2 _ovs @wmplsar. 1974
05. o1&. G 5TusSlredr. @&mevep)b GUM(H (6B ?gg;l
06 &. 5&8HNeoTHSID. Slpnedreiv BIHDL GIOTEHE &HEEIHID. 2005
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08. Merritt Ruhlen. The Origin of Language
09. B. Valette, D.Giovacchini, Anthologie de la litterature francaise
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Appellative Verbs:

When tense is marked covertly in a verb,
it is called an ‘appellative verb’ ” Tolkappiyam
calls regular verbs with tense as vinai and the
appellative verbs as kurippu vinai. Both medieval
and old Tamil shows many occurrences of
appellative verbs, but in modern Tamil, only
very few verbs take tense covertly. Tolkappiyar
groups two types of appellative verbs, and
they are a) appellative verbs of rational class
and b) appellative verbs non-rational class.
The rational class of verbs take human person,
number and

gender suffix, where as the non-rational
class verbs take the neuter suffixes. Examples
for rational class of appellative verbs include
purattanan ‘outside person’, nilattanan ‘one
who possess the land’, allan non-existent-he’,
ilan ‘not-he’, ila! ‘not-she’, ulal ‘exist-she’, ular
‘exist-he’ etc. The examples forirrational class of
appellative verbs include inru ‘not-thing’, utaiya
‘that which posses’, utaittu ‘that which possess’
etc. Caldwell (1961) notes that the class of
forms such as nallatu ‘good thing’, nallar ‘good
person - epicene’ etc., as appellative nouns
(p. 479).

Except for a very minimum number of
appellative nouns such as nal ‘good’, nanru
‘good thing’ etc., most of the appellative verbs.

as cited above, are obsolete in modern Tamil.
This implies the fact that there must have been
of less use in medieval Tamil than old Tamil..
But an attempt to search the corpus of text from
these three periods shows that these verbs
exist abundantly only in Cankam Tamil, but not
as many in medieval Tamil text. In this respect,
one can conclude that both medieval and
modern Tamil do not exhibit much difference
as far as the use of appellative verbs are
concerned. Caldwell (1961, p. 479) also notes
that the appellative noun is more commonly
used in the classical dialect of the modern Tamil
than in the colloquial dialect.

Participial Nouns

As in the case of aspectual system, the
participial noun formation is found to be a well
developed system in all of the three stages of
Tamil. However, all of these three stages differ
from each other in the way the participial nouns
are formed. Annamalai (1972) with a detailed
study of the participial nouns as used in modern
Tamil identifies the participial nouns as the
ones with the suffixes -avan (varu-kir-avan
‘he who comes’), -ava! (varukiraval ‘girl who
comes’) and -atu (va-nt-atu ‘that which came’).
One can further reanalyze these suffixes as
having the suffix -a with person number gender
suffixes, where the suffix -a is to be considered
as relative participle marker. This structure,
however, is not attested either in old Tamil or in
medieval Tamil. Rather, in old Tamil the suffixes
-om (nattom ‘inhabitants of the country’), -or
(vant-or ‘those who came’), -ar (utaiyar ‘he who
possesses), etc., are used on a very regular
fashion, besides some of the very restricted
type suffixes such as -mar (irupatinmar ‘twenty
people’) and -ana (palana - ‘portion-that’). 10
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Also note that in old Tamil these suffixes
are also used with nouns, as shown here. Same
is the case with medieval Tamil, except for the
fact that the modern Tamil suffixes -an, -al, -ar
etc., are used in medieval Tamil only with words
that do not take tense, like negative participial
nouns, adjectival nouns etc. (E.g. ariyatav-an
‘one who doesn’t know’, marpin-an ‘the person
chest’). The old Tamil suffixes such -or (mitant
or ‘one who floats’) and -mar (matantaimar
‘those who are illiterates’) are also used widely
in medieval Tamil. What it suggests is that
medieval Tamil shows some of the features
that are current both in modern Tamil as well
as in old Tamil. This means that medieval Tamil
retains not only the newly developed forms, and
also the ones from old Tamil.

This is similar to what we discussed earlier
in the context of the use of the conditional
suffixes -al and -in.

Case system

Case system is one of the complex
structures of Tamil and one finds it more
complex in old Tamil than in the other two
genres. This is because many post positional
forms are used in Cankam Tamil in place of
case suffixes. In medieval and modern Tamil the
case system has under ent many changes both
in terms of restricting the number of suffixes
to be used for each case, and also in terms of
avoiding redundancies. To cite one example,
medieval Tamil has a set of suffixes, what are
called cariyai by traditional Tamil grammarians.
The language of old and medieval Tamil used
them along with the case markers, as in at-an-ai
‘that-an-obj.’. The suffix -an here does not have
any function of its own, except for maintaining
meter in poems. There are more number of
cariyais found in old Tamil than in medieval
Tamil. However, in the case system of literary
language of modern Tamil, these suffixes are
retained in order to maintain the aesthetics
of the language. In some case forms, like in
genitive, both case suffixes and the cariyai are
used to mark the possessive’ meaning. Thus,
the word maratt-in-utaiya ‘tree-in-gen. - of the
tree’ can be expressed in modern Tamil either

as mara-tt-in or maratt-in-utaiya, thus creating
a redundancy. The modern spoken Tamil,
however, avoided such redundancies, and
all of the céariyais are eliminated altogether.
This type of linguistic change had occurred in
medieval Tamil in some sense. Medieval Tamil
eliminated many of the postpositional suffixes
that were used in Cankam Tamil. Rajam (1992,
p. 306) lists around fifty different case markers
and postpositional forms that she claims are
used in Cankam Tamil. Most of the suffixes
that she includes are particles that can occur
independently of the case system. For example,
one of the locative markers that she lists under
case suffixes is ayal, which literally means
‘vicinity’. The sentence malai ayal means ‘by
the side of the mountain’. According to Rajam,
it is a postpositional phrase in old Tamil.
Agesthialingom and Shanmugam (1970), for
example, lists only twenty three case markers
and postpositions that they consider are used
in the Tamil of the Pallava period, which is the
beginning of the language of bhakti.

Phonological Reduction, Reanalysis and
formation the modal auxiliary -lam:

Development of the modal auxiliary suffix
-lam in Tamil requires special attention in the
sense that it is one of the grammaticalization
processes namely ‘reanalysis’ was responsible
for the formation of this suffix in modern Tamil
(See Renganathan, 2010). Like the process of
metaphorization which is accompanied by the
process of reanalysis, cases of phonological
reduction of lexical forms also tend to cause
the process of reanalysis and subsequently
to emergence of new morphological form.
Hopper and Traugott (1993:345) illustrate this
phenomenon with examples from Turkish,
Maori etc., where certain phonological change
within lexical words lead to morphologization.
Tirumantiram text shows evidences of
utterances where probability meaning is
understood at clausal level with a combination
of verbal noun with the suffix -al and the verb
akum ‘s.t. would become’.

tavar enalakumeé

form)

anavam ninka
(enal akumé - origianl



Ego rid of those say become

One might be called those without getting
rid of the ego (Tirum: 398:4)

nefcena ninka nilai
(peralakume)

peralakumé

Heart that rid of state obtain become

One might obtain a state with everything
rid of from heart (Tirum: 2719:4)

talaipata lakum tarumamum tané (pata
lakumeé - reanalyzed)

Dominant become faith indeed

Faith might get the dominant position
indeed (Tirum: 2666:4)

Correspondingly, the verb akum shows a
variant of amé with a phonological simplification
of dropping ku. Expressions with this variant are
deemed to be synonymous to the corresponding
forms without phonological reduction.

tané tatavarai tan katal amé (phonological
reduction)

Self realize to self succeed become

Those who can realize themselves can
succeed from one’s own self

(Tirum: 10:4)

appari cican arul peral amé (peral ameé -
reanalysis/phonological reduction)

That Lord grace obtain become

One might get the grace of the Lord (Tirum:
36:4)

karai pacu pacam katantu eytal amé
(eytalameé - phonological reduction)

Stain soul affinity surpass attain become

One might get a state surpassing sin,
selfishness and other worldly affections (Tirum:
49:4)

While. the form.amé. occurs. with.a.noun,.it

is understood with a similar meaning of ‘would it
become’ as in the examples shown above. As a
result of the phonological reduction from akum
> am, the process of reanalysis of the structure
[verbal noun + al + akum] to [Inf. of verb + lam]
has taken place historically, which presumably
pass through the verbal noun construction (ex.
varal + akum) into an intermediate construction
(ex. vara + lam) after a change from akum to
am.

Similar cases of occurrences with akum is
found to be occurring in Divyaprabandam, which
belongs to medieval Tamil and in Aingurunuru,
which belongs to Sangam Tamil.

mukti murra lakumeé
Salvation obtain might become

One might obtain the salvation

(Divyaprabandam: 830:8)
mararaka lakumé
forget become
One might forget (Divyaprabandam: 831:8)
irai nekir cellal akum annay
King kind go become, Madam

Oh! Madam! One might reach the heart of
the king. (Aing. 25:4)

A search of the forms akum and am
occurring with verbal noun form with the suffix
-al indicates that Cankam Tamil does not show
any occurrences with phonological reduction.
Similarly, only in Tirumantiram among the
medieval texts does one find instances of
these examples in a relatively larger number
of cases. This forces us to conclude that the
process of phonological reduction of akum
to am and correspondingly the process of
reanalysis leading to morphologization of the
suffix 1am must have taken place during the
time of Tirumantiram. It is worth to note here
that the forms like parkkalakum ‘it is possible
to see’, kotkkalakum ‘it is possible to give’
etc., along with their synonymous forms such



as parkkalam and kotkkalam respectively
are still used in restricted contexts such as
scholarly writings, historical novels etc. This
phenonemonon may also be considred as a
case of wrong segmentation of morphological
form followed by wider popularization in modern
Tamil grammars in the sense that instead of
segmentation of these forms as verbal noun with
-al + akum (am), the grammars misrepresented
it as infinitive form with -a + 1am"".

The trajectory:

The well developed structure of present
day Tamil constitutes mainly two types of verb
forms in large part namely infinitive based
verbs and verbal participle based verbs. Verb
forms with infinitive as base are found to be
attested more in number only starting from
post-medieval period when Saiva Siddanta and
Vaishnava religious texts were composed in
abundance. However, the forms with infinitive
form of a verb and the auxiliary véntum with the
meaning ‘need’ occur more commonly during
the medieval period than the other modal forms
such as the ones with mutiyum (can) and lam
(may). Even though the word mutiyum (can) is
attested inabundance as amain verb in medieval
and Cankam periods, its use as modal form is
attested in rare numbers only in religious texts.
Thus, it may be understood that the structure of
Verb + ventum must have been developed first
followed by the other modal forms. Perhaps,
this could be because the structure with

véntum ‘need/should’ has morerelevancein
the context of religious texts than its counterpart
Verb + mutiyum, which mainly denotes one’s
capability. This makes one to believe that
‘making a request to god’; and ‘asking for favors’
by devotees should have been more common
than proclaiming god’s abilities. Thus, when
one attempts to draw the line of progression for
the development of modal forms in Tamil, the
following may be considered.

1) Infinitive form of verb + véntum ‘need’
attested more from medieval period onwards.

2) Infinitive form of verb + mutiyum

‘capability’ - attested more in post-medieval
period onwards.

3) Infinitive form of verb + lam ‘possibility’
- attested only in Modern Tamil and very
infrequently in medieval Tamil.

Similarly, development of aspectual forms
may be considered to belong to the following
sequence:

1) Verbal participle + kontu - attested in
a very few cases in Cankam texts and less in
number in medieval texts.

2) Verbal participle + kontiru - attested very
rarely in medieval Tamil. 3) Verbal participle +
itu - attested largely in medieval Tamil, but not
in Cankam and modern Tamil.

4) Verbal participle + vitu - attested largely
in modern Tamil.

Concluding remarks:

Language of bhakti contributes in a large
scale to the changes in many of the linguistic
forms that were either used less frequently or
not used at all in Cankam Tamil. Majority of the
changes occurred mostly due to the works of
poet saints who employed religious content with
enormous borrowings from Sanskrit. Excessive
use of Sanskrit words and incorporating religious
themes, as opposedtothe earlierdidacticthemes,
led to both simplification and enlargement of the
language. The language was simplified in the
sense that most of the redundancies as in the
use of case forms, and negative markers were
eliminated and it underwent enlargement both
at lexical and morphological levels in the sense
that many new grammatical categories came
into existence, as in the case of formation of
aspectual auxiliary kontu, present tense suffix
-kinru., the modal auxiliary lam and so on. Further,
the borrowed words in their nativized form led
to restructuring of existing lexicon as well as
morphological structures. Mining the corpus of
electronic texts from Cankam to modern Tamil
allows us to identify the trajectory of the linguistic
changes that occurred through the three genres
namely Cankam, medieval and modern Tamil.
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15 It was Caldwell (1961, p. 477) who termed this type of verbs as ‘appellative’ verbs.

16 Cf. Zvelebil (1970, p. 33-34).

17 Caldwell (1961:537-38) recognizes that -al is an alternative form of infinitive

suffix -a in Tamil.
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