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deer deer
fish fish
boy boys
box boxes
leaf leaves
wife wives
goose geese
tooth teeth
baby babies
man men
ox oxen
datum data
Slr@psr:

un bras : an arm
des bras : some arms

un choix : a choice
des choix : some choices

un stylo : a pen
des stylos : some pens

un livre : a book
des livres : some books

un chaeau : a castle

des chaeaux : some castles

un neveu : nephew
des neveux : nephews

un animal : an animal
des animaux : some animals

un cheval : a horse
des chevaux : some horses

un journal : a newspaper
des journaux : some newspapers

un oeil : an eye
des yeux : some eyes
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uev — uev —> poly, plural.
ussTemHGIeuD —> pluralism.

plural (adj.)

late 14c., originally in grammar (distinguished from
singular), "containing or consisting of more than one,"
from OId French plurel "more than one" (12c.,
Modern French pluriel) and directly from Latin pluralis
"of or belonging to more than one," from plus
(genitive pluris) "more" (see plus). The noun meaning
"a plural number" is from late 14c.
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141, Tamil words & counting, Sorkuvai journey from Sangam era continues

THURUGANANDHAM & Chernai

SORKUVAI Project, 2 compre-
hesisive word eorpus initiative of
the Directorate of Tamil Etyino-
Ingleal Dictionary Project af the
State government launched in
2018, has uploarded 14 kakh wornds
with their English meanings so
far and is marching towards the
targetof uploading 15 Lakh words
within a few months,

The principal objective of the
inifiative is to coflect all Tamil
words from the Sangam period to
the present day wherever and put
them in an orderty manner

Through sorkuval.com web-
site, people can find the mean
ingsof Tamil words by keving in
them in the search option avail-

abile The meanings are given In
English, and etymodog
are given wherever possible, 2
in which text (book or work) it is
used already, The other mean-
ingsof the word are also given.
Talking to TNIE, G Vijays
ghavan, Director of the Tamil
Etymnlngical Dictionary Project,
sald, “Our team collects the new
technical terms and newy colned
Tamil words used by the peaple
i thebr day-to-day activities, and
place them before the team of ex-
perts, Each and every newly
coined word wili be discussed

thoroughly before aceepting
themas 'uplmdm;,u' the
Sorkuvai Word Cor

He said representatives and
enthusiasts from foreign coun-

fries regulady take part
in the mestings. So far,
144 such meetings hive
been held online, In
these meetings, hun-
dreds of seholars from
abroad and other parts
of the couniry fook pert

and provided technical & Viiggrazhavan  commi

terms. Alse, to encour-

age students to coln new wornds
In Tamil, a special scheme fs be-
ing implemented for college
sturdents,

The new words are coined s-
ing five matiiods, revising and
tecoining the ol words t suit
the present purpose and extend-
fng the meaning of existing
words, through rranslation and
borrowing, In these processes,

the origin of the word,
whather they can convey
the meaning to the com-
mon man easily, and
whether they are easy to
Pronoiee in day-today
lifieetrare deliberated in
detail by the experts
 hefiwr acoept-

Ing. “Aadi
summ‘apr'oremm'guagmuatmns.
technleal innovations, and sockal
chianges kespsany lansiage Live
e 80, it s a constant proooss that
needs 1o he done forover” said
Vijayaraghavan,

Tamil words on numerous
subjects from variows dictionar
1es ave being collated for Sarka
vai, The dictionaries inclure the
Tamil Lexicon and English-

“Tamil Dictinnary by the Univer-

ity of Madras, the Dravidian
Efymological Dictionary, Word
Concordance of Tamil Litera-
ture by the Tamil Universite Dic-
tinnaries of Medical Terms and
Computer Terms by Manavai
Mustafa, Glossary of Adminis-
frative Terms, etr.

Somme of the new Tamil words
cained and added to Sorkuval in-
clude: Selfie{Thaaml Thampad-
am); Metro Train (Maanagara
Thodary, Smartphone (Thiran
Pesi), CCTV (Maraikaaniy, Noo-
dies (Tehaivunavu), flip flop - pu-
rattal, selogamy - thanmanam ;
tlask (semacheppuy anclent doc:
ument (thollavanam}, head
phone (sevi olippaan), Halwa
(inkali), Ladoo (innurandai),

share auto (pangu thanl), silepe
et {oli adakki), ecurrency [enma
Tanam}, spange city (Negrthenga
Nagaram}, and ternet presence
{Inalva I,

For example, while colning a
T.Jmﬂ !\[}]'d b'm ‘splfie’, initially
st Since if
has ”ms.l.r.rmn it was rejected
by experts. Now, the words like
“thaam’, and ‘thanpadan’, have
Leen acoupted as sultable Tamil
words for ‘selfie’. Stmilarly,
‘karntharamey & the already os-
tahilished Tamil word for semi-
nar, Now the new facility svaila-
hilee is the webinar: It has been
translated as ‘valalvarangu',
The word train has been men
tinned s iruppoordhi, thodar
vandi, pugai vandi in the past,

o, it has been revised to the

raghavan said ameng
{hie ndlian languages, a word oot
s s been established for the
first time for Tamil language.

The Etvmolegical Dictionary
Project Divectorate was formed
in 1574 headed by Tamil scholar
Devaneya Pavanar and since
then, it has pablished 31 huge
volumes of etymological
dictionaries.

In recent vears, the congise
edition of these 31 volumes and
Tevised editions of the dictionar-
les i seven volumes have been
pubilished. Mostof thesediction:
aries are available online on the
Sorkuvai wehsite for the nse of
the public.
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